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 The Gifted Education Resource Institute (GERI) is an innovative, multidimensional 
center dedicated to the discovery, study, and development of human potential. Founded in 1974 
by John Feldhusen and currently directed by Marcia Gentry, GERI is situated in the College of 
Education at Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana. GERI’s mission is the holistic 
development of giftedness, creativity, and talent among individuals throughout their lifespan. 
This is accomplished through enrichment programs for gifted, creative and talented (GCT) 
youth; graduate programs for future scholars and leaders; professional development and 
coursework for educators; and cutting edge research in psychology and education related to 
giftedness, creativity, and talent development.  GERI is national and international in scope, 
housing one of the top graduate programs in the field of gifted education. Internationally, 
partnerships exist for research and student programming with schools in Singapore, Korea, 
Greece, Kuwait, Colombia, China, and Saudi Arabia. Nationally, these partnerships also exist 
across the United States (AZ, CO, FL, GA, IL, IN, IA, MI, MN, OR, PA, SC SD, TN, TX, WA, 
WI) including with five Native American Communities (Diné, Lakota, Ojibwe). Research and 
student programs are funded by federal grants, foundation grants, corporate support, private 
donations, and through non-profit, cost recovery programs. GERI has as a priority of providing 
support to high potential students from low-income families; presently, approximately one-third 
of student participants receive scholarships to attend GERI youth programs. 
 
 Enrichment Programs for GCT Youth help talented students explore their areas of 
interest in a college atmosphere where they study topics typically not offered in school. 
Together, using the GERI Way, students learn challenging content and create meaningful 
projects in which they apply their learning in new and relevant ways, with special attention paid 
to their social, emotional, and affective needs. Participation in GERI programs provides students 
in-depth and clear understanding of the fields they might like to pursue. Many students attend 
GERI Programs for multiple years.  

Summer Residential Camps. Each summer, since 1977, GERI has engaged GCT students 
from across the country and around the world in residential camps designed to stimulate their 
imaginations and expand their abilities. Students who have completed grades 5 through 12 live in 
campus residence halls, take challenging courses, and participate in enjoyable recreational 
activities. GERI offers three programs each summer during the month of July: (1) Comet—
grades 5-6; (2) Star—grades 7-8; (3) Pulsar—grades 9-12. In 2013 we served 378 youngsters 
from 11 countries, 5 Native American communities and 23 states. In 2014, 407 youngsters from 



7 countries, 1 US territory, 5 Native American communities, and 25 states attended Summer 
Residential programs. Registration for 2015 opens February 1, 2015, for programs beginning 
June 28, 2015 and running through July 25, 2105.  

Super Summer & Super Saturday Programs are designed to meet the needs of GCT 
students from pre-Kindergarten through grade 8. The interdisciplinary courses include science, 
technology, engineering, mathematics, and the arts and engage students in advanced concepts in 
a hands-on, minds-on environment. GERI originated Super Saturday! Registration is open for 
spring Super Saturday, which runs on Purdue’s campus from January 31 and runs through March 
7, 2015, 9am to noon each Saturday. Super Summer offers full-day, week-long programs for two 
weeks beginning June 8, 2015. Registration for Super Summer opens in the spring.  
 The internationally-recognized Ph.D. and Master’s degree programs in gifted, creative, 
and talented studies attract students from across the country and around the world. Working 
closely with faculty scholars as mentors, students prepare for productive leadership roles in 
research, teaching, and program development. Funding may be available to support exceptional 
students pursuing full-time Ph.D. study. We currently have 14 doctoral students from Indiana, 
Taiwan, China, Korea, Arizona, Texas, Singapore, and Iran. 
 Graduate Certificate/Licensure Program. The accredited Certificate program is 
available online and on campus for educators interested in adding a certificate in gifted, 
creative, and talented studies. In Indiana, educators obtain a high ability license when they 
successfully complete the four certificate courses. In this program, educators engage in a four 
course sequence to develop the knowledge and skills to meet the cognitive, affective, and social 
needs of GCT learners. They learn to how to develop and differentiate curriculum and 
instruction, and they prepare for leadership and teaching roles in working with and developing 
programs for GCT students.  The Gifted, Creative, and Talented Studies Certificate Program 
(GCT) provides professional preparation to support and serve gifted, creative, and talented 
children and youth. The certificate does not constitute a teaching license, but posts to the 
student’s transcript as a program of study. Certified Indiana educators who wish to earn the GCT 
Certificate are eligible for High Ability Licensure upon completion of the program. The High 
Ability Licensure is an accreditation that provides educators who are certified to teach in Indiana 
with the professional preparation to support and serve high ability students in K through grade 
12. Certified Indiana educators who wish to earn the GCT Certificate are eligible for High 
Ability Licensure upon completion of the program. Program director is Kristina Ayers Paul. 
 On-line Professional Learning Units are available through subscription, and upon 
completion, participants earn documentation of their work. Using strategies, programs, and 
understandings from the field of gifted, creative, and talented education can be a powerful means 
of helping more children and youth achieve at higher levels. Understanding learning differences, 
talent development, strength-based, and student-focused education can empower educators to 
effectively differentiate curriculum and instruction, while they also attend to the affective needs 
of their students. We currently offer a package of 9 online units. Designed to help educators 
discover, nurture, and develop talents among their students, each Unit requires about 10 hours to 
complete, which includes engaging online as well as applying content in the classroom or clinic. 
Upon successful completion of each unit, a professional development certificate or badge 
documenting the experience will be provided for a total of up to 90 hours. Entire school districts, 
individual school faculty, small groups of interested educators, or individuals subscribe for a 
two-year term, which allows ample time to fully engage in each of the nine units. Pricing is 



based on the number of staff members in the group subscribing. Upon subscription, log-in 
directions will be provided. Program Coordinators are Marcia Gentry, Ph.D., with specialty in 
gifted, creative, and talented education and Jennifer Richardson, Ph.D., with specialty in 
educational technologies and instructional design.  
https://www.eventreg.purdue.edu/eC2K/Heading.aspx?heading_id=547  
 
 The faculty and graduate students at GERI engage in cutting-edge research that 
informs and influences theory and practice, including programming models and program 
evaluation; recognizing and developing talent among underserved populations and in non-
traditional areas; talent development in STEM disciplines; twice exceptional learners; applying 
gifted education to improve general education, understanding social and affective needs; cross 
cultural studies; and instrument development. Using the GERI Way, educators in other countries 
can work with GERI staff at Purdue to offer talent development programs in and out of school as 
well as use GERI instruments to assess and evaluate the effects of these powerful educational 
interventions in their own contexts.  
 
Recently GERI launched an instrument repository (http://purduegeri.wix.com/instrument, or 
through a link on the GERI homepage www.purdue.edu/geri) that contains 9 instruments for 
educators and researchers to download and use in their professional work. These instruments 
include student attitude scales (My Class Activities and Student Perceptions of Classroom 
Quality), the Teacher Observation From (and its associated Teacher Interview Protocol), the 
HOPE Scale—for use by teachers in identifying gifted students, and others. The Total School 
Cluster Grouping book and the Enrichment Cluster Books were both published in 2014 as second 
editions and are available through Prufrock Press.  
 
GERI welcomes new faculty Amy Gaesser to school counseling and Nielsen Pereira to gifted, 
creative and talented studies.  
 
Our faculty and graduate students are available to work with educators to develop programs, 
services, and curriculum in gifted education, as well as to study and evaluate these programs. 
Visit us on the GERI web www.purdue.edu/geri.  
 


