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The School of Education at Indiana University in Bloomington offers a 12 credit hour 
High Ability License Program that is in compliance with the High Ability License 
offered by the Indiana Department of Education. The program can be completed in two 
summers with two three-credit courses taken each summer for a total of 12 credits over 
two consecutive summers. 

The High Ability License Program is designed for licensed teachers K-12 of any subject 
who wish to add a High Ability License to their current teaching license and for other 
graduate students who have an interest in gifted and talented education. Students do not 
need to be in the High Ability License Program to take courses, although at least one 
prior High Ability course is required for enrolling in the capstone practicum course. One 
course, of the four required courses, may be transferred from another university with the 
Director of the High Ability Program’s approval.  
 
The High Ability Program meets partially on campus and partially on-line and aligns 
with the needs of many students to be on campus and take courses with other students, 
yet not to spend time or funds on campus for more than five days for each course session. 
The blended courses focus on introductory readings and group participation the first week 
and completion of an individualized final project during the remainder of the summer 
session as participants complete courses based in their own needs and interests. All 
classes meet in the School of Education. Participants in the program can stay in a local 
motel, room with friends or family, or make arrangements to stay in an IU dorm. 
Inexpensive parking passes are arranged for High Ability Program participants. There are 
no entrance requirements for the program.  
 
High Ability License Program faculty are Dr. Janice Bizzari and Dr. Enid Zimmerman. 
They both have been conducting high ability programs for over 25 years. Dr. Bizzari is s 
a former elementary school principal and school corporation Gifted and Talented 
Coordinator.  Enid Zimmerman directs the IU High Ability Program and writes, conducts 
workshops, and lectures about high ability visual arts students. Her latest co-edited book, 
published by the National Art Education Association in 2015, is Connecting Creativity 
Research and Practice in Art Education.  
 



Courses for summer 2015 are W551 and Z510: 
W551 Educational Foundations for High Ability Students 3 credits. Meets June 15-
19, 2015 / 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM Daily / Instructor: Dr. Janice Bizzari. Participants 
develop an understanding of the nature and needs of high ability individuals. Focus is on 
historical foundations, theories, philosophies, laws, and policies related to gifted and 
talented education. Identification and selection strategies, characteristics, and educational 
program opportunities also are emphasized.  

Z510 Creativity for High Ability Students 3 credits. Meets June 22-26, 2015 / 9:00 AM 
to 4:00 PM Daily / Instructor: Dr. Enid Zimmerman.  Participants explore issues and 
practices related to creativity and teaching academically and artistically talented students.  
Focus is on creativity and student identification, curriculum development, programming, 
and assessment.  
The two other courses in the program are:  

W552 Curriculum and Instruction for High Ability Students 
Participants examine issues related to curriculum design, adaptation, implementation, 
teaching strategies and evaluation. Curricular theories and models, as well as subject 
matter modifications and administrative and program management, are studied. 
Opportunities are provided to select, develop, and evaluate curriculum and instruction 
materials.  
 
W595 Practicum: High Ability Students 
In this course, emphasis is on learning about and discussing current issues related to the 
education of students who have high abilities in academic and/or arts areas. Focus is on 
developing leadership abilities through receiving grants, creating workshops and 
websites, and other means for advocating about educating gifted and talented students. 
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